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Flood History - Kameoka Basin 1

This photo shows the most significant flood damage in Kameoka.
The top photo shows damage from Typhoon No. 16 in 1960, and the bottom photo
shows damage from Typhoon No. 18 in 2013

This is a chronological chart of flood damage history in the Kameoka Basin.

It is characterized by the fact that there were three consecutive years of flooding from
1959 to 1961, and that the number of flood damage events decreased after the
completion of the Hiyoshi Dam in 1998.
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.ip/soshiki/32/3734.html
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£%- ANO5H%H Settlements and population distribution
HIERMREDAODHEEEZILICLE | The figure shows the population

LIzt D1, #IZRRIC. ERBIKYERE | distribution in the Kameoka area by
BIOHNABRZ DDA, FTD. village. Bordered by the Katsura River, the
BRICONTIE. JRIBEEFFRM AT DI
EENEFH>TWSEELH S,

right bank is characterized by a larger
population than the left bank. The right
bank is characterized by a cluster of
villages centered around the JR Sagano
Line.
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Group 3
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History resources
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf

Arrangement of important cultural property

« There are a lot of temples and shrines, tumulus in this city.

« There are some houses registered as important cultural properties.

* Most of important cultural properties are located in central part of this city.
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Cityscape
e
T A
SE DR

-HBERICLEE
-IRETIHRERGE
Feature of cityscape

» There are some trees in ridge between rice fields.

e There are some samurai residences.

“BEmOBE" LY RG
https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf
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There are five entrances to enter historical streets.

O Mg
@ Tk
FE/KO
@ "FH&O
® TElx

https://onl.sc/WVPpQfk

008



Water resources
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- Most of them are located in western area.
- A lot of tourists go to shrines because

shrines have some water resources.
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/site/kankou/3544.html
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Traditional festivals

+ Kameoka Yamahoko Junko festival

v This is the largest festival in this city during autumn.

v “*Yamahoko” are decorated with a lot of traditional decoration.

v A lot of lamps are lighted in this city during the festival.

« Kameoka peace festival

v A lot of people do a dance called “Kameoka ondo and Tanba ondo”.
+ Kameoka Hidemitu festival

v This is the largest festival in this city during spring.

v Some of people walk around this city.

Lifestyle
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf
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Lifestylel-industry

« This city has a lot of sites to mine grinding stone.
* Some people are craftsman to sharpen on a whetstone.
* Some stones called “Tanba Kurama ishi” are mined in this city.

Lifestyle?
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.ip/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf
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Lifestyle2-industry

« Bamboo craft is famous, especially in Chitose Town, which is a production area for bamboo baskets.

« Efforts to revive the technique of Kyoto indigo dyeing
— 1. Activities are conducted at the "Hozuai Research Institute" near the Hozugawa River.

2. Aiming to regional branding of a wide range of products, including food, and dyeing.

Lifestyle3
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf
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Lifestyle3

« Crafting navigation tools:
—Qar, oar rope, and rudder cord are the three tools required to make a single boat.

« Bamboo for oars, soyago for the tips of the oars, and materials like cypress and oak for rudder cords
are collected from the surrounding mountains, forests, and bamboo groves.

—For boatmen, the mountains are an indispensable resource for river work.
« The craftsmanship is passed down among the boatmen's community, along with their navigation skills

Lifestyle3
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf
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Lifestyle3

* "Mizuyose" is a stone structure designed to safely guide boats down the shallow areas of the
Hozugawa River.

* It serves two main functions:

D Altering the direction of water flow

@ Narrowing the width of the river to maintain sufficient water depth.

v During normal water levels, Mizuyose fulfills its role, and during periods of increased water flow,
water naturally flows over the stone structure, ensuring the necessary water depth.

* Downstream of the downward-flowing water control, pools called "uchizenbu" are formed.

—Uchizenbu is used for raft reassembly and boat pooling, serving as a structure related not only to
Mizuyose but also to water transportation.

« Boatmen are responsible for the maintenance work of Mizuyose, known as "Kawatsukuri."

« Boatmen are permitted to participate in Kawatsukuri after completing a two-year training program.

Some settlements
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https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf

cEHLCDBKENREEL., FFHOAMLCEMAREBIEIENT W (EDHLE)
cKEASENDT-DICEREEICRE L. BEICIEKBICEDE SNE 2 riEsEH FE0FE)
c-REOZHT  MENMES LTI, KBoMEE L TRAS N, MTEREEARE F CHA
CEREDNICIEZ D Lo, Mo ob a2 anbikiE EDES LULWaE)

ABA D PEK A EE TIEREEL T Hh . FBXN Y &I [RBENE] OEENMTHhNT

- EEL. MHETE. fEatet)) EuWZERICHE S EC. JIIATRIEENEI N
cBBROILOAKEEFRKICHA (449, KL HIH)

SKERAGE LT [EREOR] . FWiHE LTo [Efhk]

CBIRBATI I E o RERD [A5HZ] pMThhd

014



Some settlements

« Water transportation has been well-developed since ancient times, and Tanba's timber and food
supplies were transported to Kyoto (a hub for water transportation).

« To escape from water-related disasters, the settlement is located on terraces, and bamboo plants,
known for their effectiveness in flood control, are planted in the surrounding area (utilizing the
terrain).

« High-quality Madake bamboo: Used by boatmen for oars, bamboo craft, and flood control materials.
Bamboo rafts were also assembled and shipped to Kyoto.

+ In addition to these bamboo groves, Japanese umbrella pine (Shuro), used for boat oar ropes, is
cultivated around the settlement, creating a characteristic landscape of boatmen's village.

« Rice cultivation is carried out in the fertile soil along the riverbanks, and after the rice harvest, "Hozu
wheat" is produced.

« Stone walls are built using stones from the slopes and river stones when clearing the hillside land for
residences and terraced fields.

« Water from the mountain valleys behind is utilized as domestic water supply (lke, water gathering
places).

—"Choshuen no Izumi" serves as a water drinking place, and "Kifune Mizu" serves as a washing area.

« During the Bon festival, "lkegae" is performed, which involves dredging the mud from the ponds (lke).

Food culture
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‘BT OBE" &Y R
https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15535.pdf

RS ERDORKBDER

CT L NY TS UFFRBRERNAIE, B TRZRIERFRICLALVEHTEE -2V T S
CRER FERRE, FARCY. FRHTE. REBLIE 8lAF. EX

- BRZ2 T IS0V EARIEIZLOEYF

015



Food culture

« The Hozu River is a habitat for a variety of freshwater fish, including sweetfish (ayu), Japanese dace
(hayabusa), crucian carp (funa), and eel (unagi).

+ Fish caught from the river are often dried and preserved or used to make dashi (stock).
» Local specialties:

(DTanba matsutake mushrooms

(@Tanba chestnuts

(@Tanba azuki beans

®lInukami soy sauce

(®Kameoka beef

(®agar (kanten)

« The sight of agar drying racks in winter creates a beautiful white landscape and is considered a winter
tradition.

References
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Kameoka's forests are dominated by Japanese red pine, and in addition, konara oak
forests, cedar and cypress plantations, etc., are distributed, and the collection of
matsutake mushrooms, firewood and brushwood, and the use of cedar and cypress
timber were conducted. In addition, timber used for water transportation was also
collected in the area.

Furthermore, it is said that there are famous and large trees in the shrines and temples
scattered throughout the city.
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The rice paddies in Kameoka provide habitat for native bitterling, kawahi mussels, and
ayu mussels, as well as a high diversity of amphibian species, including the
nagoyadarma frog. Some paddy field areas were designated as important wetlands.
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In Kameoka City, there are a number of places where spring water gushes out. Winter
birds, such as the cuckooshrike and the saffron cod, can be seen near these springs.
Warm spring water is also an important habitat for wintering animals. Bewick's warblers
on their way north also stop by the spring.
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In addition, small-scale water bodies such as waterways and ike around rivers and
villages in Kameoka are also deeply related to diverse plants and organisms, such as
sanshoi around the Atagodani River and the lower reaches of the Senzu River, and
ayumodoki around the Soga Valley River.
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A wide variety of flora and fauna have been confirmed, mainly in areas where traditional
paddy field structures remain, and species targeted for conservation in the National
Kameoka Agricultural Land Reorganization and Improvement Project include killifish
and sujishima loach.
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Around the paddy fields of Kameoka, one can see many birds as well as fish. In early
spring, larks chirp in the paddies and wheat fields, and keri breed in the rice paddies
before the rice is planted. Large to medium-sized herons such as egrets, night herons,
and great blue herons can often be seen foraging in the fields. In winter, birds of prey,

such as buzzards and kestrels, often visit the paddies to overwinter. Herons, in particular,

gather to feed on the animals that have been torn up by tractors while the fields are
being plowed. Birds also live in close relationship with agriculture.

X pagel3

It is said that a wide variety of birds at various locations in Kameoka, as shown in the
chart.

023

13

14



ERERIRIE £EPY

https://ayumodoki.net/creatures/page/2,>

EBRAICIETIERFUNMIDEERDOL DBV NA MR, 402741
Ly EDBEBEBEEIREINTZEZTYNBEL TWLWS,

In addition to the ayumodoki, Kameoka has potential creatures designated as endangered
species, such as the gumba dragonfly (as shown in the chart) and the kinronekuhamushi.

16
024



AREZRKESRY FT7—7

~z J
https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15540.adf

HAREZRKESRY P T—7

£ % : 15826.pdf (city.kameoka.kyoto.ip)

025



BRIFRENLNEORE T E >DITICERRKERY b7 —7 %L, K&
FDDEMEYREZEY A TWLWSETEA I N T WL,

Kameoka had a plan to form an ecological waterway network with the development of
the Hozugawa River Park, and is working to preserve the flora and fauna around the
waterway.
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https://www.env.go.jp/nature/important_wetland/wetland/w318.html

https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15540.pdf

https://ayumodoki.net/creatures/page/2/

https://www.city.kameoka.kyoto.jp/uploaded/attachment/15540.pdf
15826.pdf (city.kameoka.kyoto.jp)
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The figure shows the average rainfall for the nine-year period from 2015 to 2023. There
are two peaks per year, the highest being during the rainy season in June. On the other
hand, the heavy rains of Typhoon No. 18 in 2013, which caused extensive flooding,
resulted in a total rainfall of 284 mm.

The Kameoka Basin is a narrow flat area surrounded by 400-meter-high mountains and
sandwiched between river terraces developed along the Katsura River, which has a steep
riverbed gradient. It is characterized by two main features: its topography causes frequent
flooding and frequent fog. The main flood control measure used in the area is the "Kasumi
Dike". It has been used for many years as a flood control measure in the area, and the
levees have been raised in recent years. As for the fog, it has become a tourist resource. It
has become an attractive spot for tourists, with observation terraces installed.

The geology is dominated by sandstone. It was found that most of the strata in the plains
are composed of layers of sand and rubble.
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